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“It really happened…  
Matthew 28:1-11 

Thank you Don. First, let me say that this is an awesome day. “He is risen, he is 

risen indeed!” What a place is this Juniper Hills; this is indeed an awesome sight to start 

off Easter morning with a Sunrise service celebrating the Risen Lord! Those of you who 

live here in Juniper Hills I have to say you are indeed blessed to wake up to this view 

here on the hill in the Antelope Valley every morning. Praise God for his creation of the 

world!  

This morning I bring you greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. I’m honored to be the one bringing the proclamation of the Good News of the 

Gospel that Christ is risen indeed and guess what friends…it really happened!  

When I was thinking about the sermon title this morning it made be think about all 

of the things that have happened over the years during holy week. Events that have 

taken place where one could say, “wow, it really happened.”  

Here are a few things that have really happened over the years during holy week;  

On April 5;   

1621 - The Mayflower sailed from Plymouth, MA, on a return trip to England. 

1933 - The first operation to remove a lung was performed at Barnes Hospital in St. 

Louis, MO. 

1984 - Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (Los Angeles Lakers) became the all-time NBA regular 

season scoring leader when he broke Wilt Chamberlain's record of 31,419 career points. 

On April 6;  

1875 - Alexander Graham Bell was granted a patent for the multiple telegraph, which 

sent two signals at the same time. 

1896 - The first modern Olympic games began in Athens, Greece. 

1916 - Charlie Chaplin became the highest-paid film star in the world when he signed a 

contract with Mutual Film Corporation for $675,000 a year. He was 26 years old. 

1924 - Four planes leave Seattle on the first successful flight around the world. 

1987 - Sugar Ray Leonard took the middleweight title from Marvin Hagler. 

On April 7;  

1927 - The first long-distance TV transmission was sent from Washington, DC, to New 

York City. The audience saw an image of Commerce Secretary Herbert Hoover. 

1953 - IBM unveiled the IBM 701 Electronic Data Processing Machine. It was IBM's first 

commercially available scientific computer. 
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1963 - At the age of 23, Jack Nicklaus became the youngest golfer to win the Green 

Jacket at the Masters Tournament. 

And on April 8;  

1974 - Hank Aaron hits 715th home run breaking Babe Ruth's record. 

As for this Easter day…  

According to the Guinness Book of World Records the largest Easter egg ever made 

was just over 25-ft high and made of chocolate and marshmallow. The egg weighed 

8,968 lbs. and was supported by an internal steel frame. The Guinness Book of World 

Records also describes the largest Easter egg hunt as 8,200 children aged 6-12 

searching for 254,000 eggs hidden in Queen Victoria Park in Niagara Falls.  

Friends let me again read to you something that really happened on this Easter 

morning again from The Gospel of Matthew. This is from the Message Paraphrase ; 

listen again for God’s Word beginning at verse 1 and ending at verse 11.   

Let’s pray together. Father may the words of my mouth and the mediations of our 

heart be pleasing and acceptable to you our God, our friend, and our redeemer, amen.  

It’s here. Again, it’s arrived. It’s really happened. We year end and year out 

celebrate one of the most celebrated of events in the Christian world, Easter Sunday. In 

a few hours our neighbors along with many of us will gather together as friends and 

family in various churches as some are already doing and have done around the world 

as we speak.  

We will worship together and we hear again the “Good News” of the gospel that 

Christ is risen from the dead, that the God of the universe who made a promise, kept his 

promise; Isaiah 6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, and Prince of Peace. 

 Wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting father, and prince of peace; this all 

really happened friends; you see the ones who loved Jesus most during his last few 

days on earth, really caught a glimpse of Jesus. His simple, but yet, powerful words in 

John’s Gospel, of “a new commandment I give, love one another, as I have loved you, 

would be revolutionary. The question for his disciples and those around him though, 

would be, would it really happen as he said it would happen?    
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Unfortunately, something else would really happen, the same very people who 

would shout “hosanna, Lord, save us, we pray, would shout, “crucify him, crucify him.”  

Some of the same very people who caught a glimpse of Jesus, who got the point of this 

revolutionary message, would not admit that they got it, and would because of fear, 

would abandon his message of love and grace for a moment and in some cases forever.  

Now, as for the two Mary’s; the first to be at the tomb; these two women are just 

as important if more, than some of the other key players here in the Matthew text. 

Women of faith; women who would be the first to see the stone removed. Women who 

would hear the words of the angel, “don’t be afraid, he kept his promise you guys” and 

women who would be the first to hear Jesus say, “good morning.” The big idea of this 

mornings’ passage is that Mathew does something here that connects the pre-Easter 

with the post-Easter that makes the meaning of Easter come alive.  

Notice what the two Mary’s do in verse “9 Then Jesus met them, stopping them 

in their tracks in the midst of their joy and fear. "Good morning!" he says. They fell to 

their knees, embraced his feet, and worshiped him.”  Now it’s really happened. He did it!     

 Finally, something that really happens that needs to be drawn out from the text 

and what this day is all about is reconciliation. The two Mary’s become messengers of 

hope, for what occurred prior to Jesus’ death with those who were unsure, is now a thing 

of the past.  

10 Jesus said, "You're holding on to me for dear life! Don't be frightened like that. 

Go tell my brothers that they are to go to Galilee, and that I'll meet them there." He uses 

the phrase brethren or brothers here as a means for saying look, you are my friends. I 

know you had doubts, but now I release you from your doubts and you are to move 

forward. Isn’t this what following Jesus is all about? Is this not what being a Christian 

means? Trusting in the saving grace of the one who has saved us from sin. The one 

who has loved us in spite of ourselves and our past and the one who gives us a 

command to not only love as he has loved, but to go out into the world, down the street, 

with our friends, and next door, making disciples of all nations, and responding to the 

mission of God?  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, Easter is about us moving forward, believing that 

the Lord of the universe conquered death and has fulfilled his promise of new life for 

those who believe in him. A life free from having to dwell on the past and a life assured 

of the promise that it really happened.  
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The resurrection assures us that the Lord is who he says he is and that his love 

is inescapable.  If you are here this morning and you are looking for rest for the soul, it 

can really happen. If you are looking for assurance that you are forgiven for those things, 

the stones of life that keep us from coming out of the tomb, the sin that entangles us, it is 

yours for the taking. No strings attached. Just a heart that recognizes a need for Jesus, 

that he is Lord, and a response of, “where do you need me?” Praise be to God that it 

really happened  friends! Amen, amen, and amen.  

Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 


